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LIBRARIES Vs. INTERNET 
 

Dr. VIBHAVARI BALAJI HATE 

LIBRARIAN 

KARMAVIR MAHAVIDYALAYA 

MUL 

 
ABSTRACT 

Internet is playing very important role in human life, anyone can access required information within second through Internet, but it cannot become substitute of 

Libraries because internet information is not always authentic or reliable. Also internet involves huge amount to require for purchasing instrument for accessing 

internet and it is unable to reach the masses. Library can use Internet Services as a helping hand to get share information but it cannot replace the signification of 

newsgroup, discussion form, sharing of books, which makes libraries exceptional. 

 

KEYWORDS 
libraries, internet services. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
oday life is depending upon Internet any information which we want to access is easily accessible through Internet. Internet is better than libraries or 

libraries are good source of information than internet. No doubt internet provides huge amount of information but it can be reliable and authentic or not 

who will it. If anyone gets wrong information through internet he or she may be misguided but libraries are that places which are providing right information 

even consulting internet.  

 

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 
1. To determine the factor that encourage or discourage the students from using libraries. 

2. To investigate the frequency and purpose of Internet use.  

3. To find out the extent to which the Internet help students in their academic work.  

4. To determine the extent to which graduate student use the Internet more than the library. 

5. To find out what type of need influence the selection of one information source over the other.  

6. To determine problems students, face when using the Internet and the library.  

7. To make recommendations for effective use of these sources. 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY 
This study adopted the comparative research method to compare library and Internet use. Research may examine differences and similarities between the varia-

bles of the study. It examines differences between people who may belong to the same dominant culture. The researcher collected data on students. The data 

measured their Internet use and library use.  

 

ANALYSIS 
INTERNET 
The internet is a global network connecting millions of computers. More than countries are linked into exchange of data, news & opinions. Digital in 2017 Global 

overview report from more than half of the world’s population now uses the internet. According to Internet world stars as of June 2017, there was an estimated 

about 3.2 billion Internet users are worldwide. This represents 51% of the world population. Unlike online services, which are centrally controlled, the internet is 

decentralized by design. Each internet computer, called a host, is independent. Its operators can choose which internet services to use and which local services to 

make available to the global internet community. There are a variety of ways to access the internet. Most online services offer access through a commercial 

internet Service Provider (ISP). 

ACCESS TO INTERNET 
There are four ingredients needed to access the Internet 

• Internet Service Provider 

• Modem 

• Web Brower 

• E-Mail 

Internet Service Provider: Access to the internet is through an Internet Service Provider, which can be a large company such as America Online or MSN, or any of 

hundreds of smaller ISPs throughout the country with unlimited access for a fixed rate per month.  

Modem: Depending of the kind of service, a unit of hardware called a ‘modem’ for connection. Slow-speed dial –up telephone access uses an analog modem, 

which may already be installed in computer. If not, one can be plugged into the USB port. Cable or DSL service, which is from 40 to 100 times faster than telephone 

dial-up, your provider may send appropriate modem, or can be purchased it at local electronics store. Quite simply, opt for the high speed service. Dial-up modems 

are an exercise in extreme patience. 

Web Browser: The Mac comer with Safari. Windows and Mac users quite often choose different browser such as Firefox (www.mozilla.org) or Chrome 

(www.google.com/chrome), which offer additional features and are not as subject to attack by hackers. The first time you hook up to a new ISP, their assistance 

to configure the dial-up or networking software in computer. After that, all do is launch the browser to ‘surf the Web.’ 

E-mail: Although e-mail can be sent and received using Web browser (see e-mail interfaces), computer may come with a dedicated e-mail programme like the 

ones found in smart phones. For example, the Mac comes with mail, while Windows has renamed its free program many times: Outlook Express, Window Mail, 

Window live Mail and Mail. However many users prefer Eudora, Thunderbird and other e-mail clients. The first time you connect to a new ISP, you may need help 

in configuring your e-mail programme to use their mail servers. From then on, you launch the mail program as you would any other application. 

Social Impact: The internet has created new forums of social interaction and social relations including social networking websites such as Faced book and MySpace 

and sites such as meetup.com and Couch surfing which facilitate offline interaction. Though virtual communities were once thought to be composed of strictly 

virtual social ties, researchers often find that even those social ties formed in virtual spaces are often maintained both online and offline. There are ongoing 

debated about the impact of the Internet on strong and weak ties, whether the internet is creating more or less social capital, the internet’s role in trends towards 

social isolation, and whether it creates a more or less diverse social environment.  
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INTERNET Vs. LIBRARIES 
Internet Advantages 

� Online resources can be accessed 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

� Websites can be constantly updated to provide breaking was and timely information. 

� Provides opportunities for two way communication through e-mail and newsgroups. 

� Provides access to many newspapers, magazines, journals and encyclopedias. 

� Some sites feature rare books, documents and special collection that traditionally have only been available in libraries. 

� Offers a complete multimedia experience, with text, video, interactive features, audio, hyperlinks and graphics all in one place.  

Library Advantage 

• Everything Is Not on Internet: The internet consists of a small percentage of what’s published. Search engines such as Google, Alta Vista and Yahoo are 

limited. ALA reports that only 8% of all journals and even fewer books and journals. Preliminary steps to find the appropriate search terms should start with 

print indexes and subject headings volume. 

• The Internet is not Organized: There is not a system that catalogs and organizes all resources on the internet. A search on the Internet is similar to searching 

on unclassified catalogue. When you use any of the search engines, you are searching only part of internet. Searches are not always relevant to your topic 

and can cause a lot of wasted time, frustration and confusion. 

• The Internet Doesn’t Have Quality Control: Quality control isn’t easy to achieve on the internet. Open Source information on the internet is quite common 

and easy to get misinformed information. Anyone with access to the internet can publish a Website. 

• Tuition and Fees Pay for Library Use: Library resources are paid for with your tuition and fees, so take advantage of it. Libraries provide free access to 

scholarly books, journals, newspapers, encyclopedias and other print reference sources. A lot of information on the internet is FREE except scholarly material. 

A paid subscription is required to access. 

• Trained Professionals Available for Assistance: Knowledgeable and friendly librarians are available to assist with locating information in person, chat, e-mail, 

or telephone. Request assistance at the beginning of your research and spare valuable time spent on the Internet. 

• E-books are Available: E-books are full-text and searchable. Text can be searched automatically, and cross-referenced using hyperlinks. Dictionaries, refer-

ence works and some textbooks, benefit from search and cross-reference capabilities. Content is available 24/7. 

• The Internet has fewer Archival materials: The library has older materials than the internet. Digitalization that goes back more than 10-15 years can be 

difficult to locate on the internet. The internet provides more timely information and is constantly updated. 

• Does Library-less Universities Work: A virtual library cannot replace the traditional library. Only to find out first hand that it can’t work. 
 

CONCLUSION 

At the end we conclude that Internet provides lot of information on any aspect but it is unorganized and it is very difficult for common user to access right 

information in right direction, therefore role of libraries is important for providing right direction to the common users. Libraries can play vital role for guiding the 

users to use resources or information through internet, users can get right information through libraries. So we can say they role of libraries is never ending in ICT, 

it has also increased and responsibilities of libraries also increased in ICT. Libraries are also accepting challenges of modern technologies with full confidence. 
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